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Concurrent Receipt Of Public Assistance And Federal 
Old-Age, Survivors And Disability Insurance
V a n c e  G .  S p r i n g e r *
In June, 1959, nearly $5,500,000 was paid to 94,002 
beneficiaries of Federal Old-Age, Survivors and Dis­
ability Insurance in Maine. Table 1 shows the number 
of beneficiaries and average amount of benefit in cur­
rent-payment status as of June 30, 1959, by type of 
benefit.
In the same month a total of $1,400,000 was author­
ized for 34,028 recipients of public assistance in Maine. 
Table II shows the number of persons and the average 
payment for the four public assistance programs in 
June, 1959.
Trends in number of Beneficiaries 
and Recipients
Between December, 1953 and June, 1959 the num­
ber of old-age, survivors, and disability insurance bene­
ficiaries in Maine increased 82%. In the same period 
the number of public assistance beneficiaries increased 
by 21%.
Factors resulting in the increase in OASDI benefi­
ciaries include the extension of coverage to agricultural 
workers, the introduction of disability benefit to the 
disabled and certain dependents, and the reduction in 
the minimum qualifying age for insurance benefits for 
women from 65 to 62 years.
The increase in the public assistance program be­
tween 1953 and 1959 primarily results from the in­
ception of the program of aid to the disabled in 1955 
and the expansion in the aid to dependent children 
program, which has become more and more of a pro-
TABLE I
O ld-age and D isability
Su rvivors in su ran ce in surance
Type  o f  b enefit
Total
N um ber
A verage
b enefit N um ber
A verage
b en efit N um ber
A verage
b en efit
Total 94,002 $57.93 91,518 $57.62 2,484 $69.58
Old-age 54,976 66.00 54,976 66.00 X X X X
Disability 1,839 83.30 XX X X 1,839 83.30
Wife or husband’s 14,125 36.19 13,880 36.22 245 34.67
Child’s 11,243 41.32 10,843 41.81 400 27.85
Widow or widowers 9,238 53.36 9,238 53.36 X X X X
Mother’s 2,398 54.41 2,398 54.41 X X X X
Parents 183 55.86 183 55.86 X X X X
TABLE II
Program R ecip ien ts
A verage paym ent 
p er  rec ip ien t
Total 34,028 $ 3 8 . 1 6
Old-age assistance 11,882 54.04
Aid to the blind 463 59.13
Aid to the disabled 1,838 58.89
Aid to dependent children;
Total 19,845 26.61
Adults 5,252 XX
Children 14,593 XX
'Director, Division of Research and Statistics, Department of 
Health and Welfare, Augusta, Maine.
gram meeting need created by the absence of a parent 
from the home or by a parent’s disability, and less a 
program meeting need due to the death of a parent.
Concurrent R eceipt of Insurance and 
Public Assistance
Since the complementary programs of old age, sur­
vivors, and disability insurance and public assistance 
are both income maintenance programs and are a ma­
jor source of income for the aged, paternal orphans and 
the disabled, there has been a growing interest in the 
relationship between the two programs.
For nearly ten years the Department has collected
TABLE III
Number of Aged Persons R eceiving —
b o th  OASDl and OAA
February
OAA
and/or
OASDl
OAA
on ly
OASDl
on ly N um ber
P er cen t  
o f  OAA 
recip ien ts
P er cen t 
o f  OASDl 
beneficia ries
1952 40,663 10,897 26,304 3,498 24.4 11%
1953 45,757 10,233 32,258 3,266 24.2 9.2
1954 51,925 9,719 38,940 3,266 25.2 7.6
1955 56,879 9,091 44,268 3,520 27.9 7.4
1956 63,240 8,867 50,925 3,448 27.0 6.3
1957 66,841 8,289 55,156 3,396 29.1 5.8
1958 72,985 8,179 60,788 4,018 32.9 6.2
1959 76,362 7,712 64,325 4,325 35.9 6.3
1960 # 7.296 4,533 38.3 *
'Data for I960 not available.
information on the number of old-age assistance recipi­
ents and the number of aid to dependent children 
families who were also receiving an insurance bene­
fit. In February, I960 the reporting system was broad­
ened to include recipients of aid to the blind and aid 
to the disabled.
Old-Age Assistance
In February, I960, 38.3% of the old-age assistance 
recipients were receiving an old-age and survivors in­
surance benefit.
As shown in Table III the number of aged persons 
receiving old-age assistance and/or old-age, survivors 
insurance has increased steadily since 1952, so that by 
March, 1959 more than three out of four aged persons 
were receiving either OAA, OASDl, or both OAA and 
OASDl.
In this period the number receiving old-age assistance 
only decreased by a third, while the number receiving 
old-age and survivors insurance only had increased by 
145%-.
The increase in the number of aged beneficiaries 
has not only had an effect on reducing the size of the 
old-age assistance caseload, but, also in reducing the 
size of the assistance payment for cases also receiving a 
benefit payment. Benefit payments to old-age assistance 
recipients averaged $44.13 in February, 1960 while the 
old-age assistance payment to these cases averaged 
$41.52. The average assistance payment to persons not 
receiving an OASDl benefit was $60.74 compared to 
an average payment of $53.78 for all recipients.
A id to Dependent Children
Concurrent receipt of benefits is a less important 
factor in aid to dependent children than in old-age 
assistance. The assistance program provides financial 
aid to children deprived of care or support because of 
the death, absence from the home, or incapacity of a 
parent.
As a result of the growth of old-age, survivors, and 
disability insurance together with the decline in re­
cent years of the total number of orphans, the propor­
tion of families needing aid to dependent children be­
cause of the death of a parent has been declining. 
More than a third of such families were receiving aid 
to dependent children in 1948, 19% in 1953, 13% in 
1956 and 11% in late 1958.
With an estimated 9 out of 10 of the Nation’s pater­
nal orphans protected by the insurance program, few 
of the paternal orphans in the future will be without 
an insurance benefit. With dependents of disabled 
beneficiaries now eligible to receive benefits under the 
insurance program, fewer families in which a father 
is disabled may need to apply for aid to dependent 
children.
As shown in Table IV the proportion of families 
and children who were receiving both aid to dependent 
children and insurance benefits declined from 1955 
through 1958. The extension of disability benefits to 
dependents of disabled workers in 1958 resulted in a 
slight increase in the proportion of families receiving 
both assistance and benefits.
TABLE IV
Concurrent receipt of OASDl benefits and assistance 
to aid to dependent children.
Cases R eceiving ADC and OASDl
Year
Families as p e r  cen t  
o f  ADC fam ilies
C h ildren  as 
p er  cen t  o f 
OASDl ch ild  
b ene ficia ries
I960 13.0 #
1959 12.6 16.7
1958 11.4 13.6
1957 11.9 13.9
1956 13.1 14.8
1955 13.1 16.0
'D ata not available.
TABLE V
R ece iv in g  OASDl b en efits
A ge g rou p
Total
recip ien ts Cases P er cen t
A verage 
benefit am oun t
A verage AB 
Paym en t
Total 443 66 14.8 $46.33 $47.27
18 - 49 89 6 6.7 45.50 48.17
50 - 64 162 17 10.5 63.29 34.59
65 and over 192 43 22.4 39.74 52.16
TABLE VI
R ece iv in g  OASDl b en efits
Total A verage A vera ge AD
A ge g rou p re cip ien ts Cases P er cen t b en efit am oun t Paym en t
Total 2,075 280 13.4 $47.30 $48.87
18 - 49 823 80 9.7 25.44 52.24
50 - 64 1,252 200 16.0 56.05 47.53
In February, I960 an estimated 755 families or 13% 
•of the 5,787 families receiving assistance under the 
aid to dependent children program were also receiv­
ing an FOASDI benefit payment. Benefit payments 
were being received in behalf of 1,932 or 12.9% of 
the 15,025 children assisted.
For cases receiving both FOASDI and ADC the 
average benefit amount was $95.27 and the average 
ADC payment was $84.48. For families not receiving 
a benefit the average ADC payment was $93.50.
Because of the existence of maximum payments on 
ADC grants, families in concurrent receipt of both ADC 
and FOASDI more nearly have their needs met, based 
on departmental standards, than do families not re­
ceiving a benefit. In February, I960 families receiving 
an FOASDI benefit had 83% of their budgeted needs 
met through the ADC payment plus other income. In 
contrast, only 53% of the needs of families not re­
ceiving an FOASDI benefit were met through the 
ADC payment and other income.
A id to the Blind
In February, I960, 66 or 14.8% of the 443 aid to 
the blind recipients in Maine were receiving an OASDl 
benefit payment.
As shown in Table V the largest proportion of bene­
ficiaries were in the age group 65 and over. It is safe 
to assume that most of these beneficiaries receive benefits 
as retired workers or as aged dependents of such work­
ers rather than as disabled workers. For the group
under age 65 all would be disabled workers, except for 
a few women aged 62 or over, who were eligible for 
retirement benefits.
A id to Disabled
Of the 2,075 persons receiving assistance under the 
aid of the disabled program in February, I960, 280 or 
13.4% were also receiving a Federal old-age, survivors 
and disability insurance benefit.
Since the maximum age for recipients of aid to the 
disabled is 64, all recipients who receive a benefit pay­
ment, except women age 62 to 64, were beneficiaries 
under the disability provision of the Social Security Act.
As shown in Table VI the largest proportion of 
disability beneficiaries were in the age group 50-64, 
and the average benefit amount was more than twice 
as great as for the group age 18-49.
Medical Care Provisions for Public 
Assistance Recipients
The Department provides two types of medical care 
for public assistance-hospital care, up to a maximum of 
45 days in a fiscal year, and nursing home care. For 
the fiscal year 1958-1959 payments to hospitals and 
nursing homes totaled a little over $1,800,000. Other 
medical needs of public assistance recipients must be 
met from their own income, contributions from rela­
tives or, supplementation from State and Municipal 
general assistance funds.
